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ABSTRACT

Comparative Analysis of Parental Anxiety and Concerns Across Educational and Childcare
Facilities Following COVID-19 Classification Transition

Kiyoshi Ito!”
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! Department of Child Studies, Faculty of Human Life Studies, University of Niigata Prefecture

* Correspondence, itokiyo@unii.ac.jp

A comparative study was conducted to examine changes in the anxiety and concerns of parents whose children
attend educational and childcare facilities before and after the reclassification of COVID-19. Prior to the
reclassification from Category 2 to Category 5, parents exhibited significant anxiety and concerns about 'infection'
and 'spread.’ After the reclassification, the average scores for all survey items significantly decreased. This
reduction was likely due to changes in behavior restrictions and patterns that helped alleviate these concerns. A
multiple comparison analysis among different types of educational and childcare facilities revealed that, before
the reclassification, the 'risk of infection among parents' factor had significantly higher average scores in
kindergartens compared to nursery centers. After the reclassification, the 'risk of infection and spread' factor
showed significantly higher average scores in nursery centers than in kindergartens. Additionally, the 'impact on
facility operations' factor had significantly higher average scores in both nursery centers and certified centers for

early childhood education and care compared to kindergartens.

Key Words: COVID-19, parents, anxiety, educational and childcare facilities
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ABSTRACT

The actual living conditions and local welfare issues of foreignersliving in Niigata
Prefecture: From the results of an internet survey

Kaoru Ozawa"

! Department of Child Studies, Faculty of Human Life Studies, University of Niigata Prefecture

* Correspondence, ozawak@unii.ac.jp

This study sought to understand the current situation of foreigners living in Niigata Prefecture by analyzing and

comparing the problems they confront in their daily lives, and the people and institutions they can consult with,

from the perspective of their residency status and Japanese language proficiency. The difficulties they feel in
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using the Japanese language differ based on their Japanese language proficiency: those who “can speak
Japanese” chose “writing” and those who “can barely speak Japanese” chose “speaking” and “listening.”
Moreover, those who “can barely speak Japanese” had alot of anxiety about the language, especially when using
medical and public institutions. Similarly, their relationships with people are limited to natives of and
acquaintances from their home country. Hence, although they seek many information sources to be able to live
their daily lives, including information about disaster prevention, these sources are limited, and the information
tends to be biased. Their anxiety when using medical ingtitutions is similar to that when using nursing care
services. The latent situation of foreigners having issues in their daily lives in the community should be brought
to light, and there is a need to create a mechanism that connects them to institutions. It is not limited to
foreigners who have weak connections with the local community; raising awareness of multicultural coexistence

can become an opportunity for local residents to establish face-to-face relationships.

Key Words: Community Welfare, Difficulty, Consultation Destination, Multicultural Society, Foreigner in
Japan
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