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OPurpose

Assuming that students have acquired background knowledge about China, this course aims to
deepen their understanding of the development in contemporary China with special reference to
the pressing and emerging issues today.

Secondary, but not of marginal importance, objectives are to sharpen students’ analytical skills and
to conduct in-depth and informed discussion on China affairs in English.

On completion of this course, students should be able to explain the causes, content, and significance
of the major issues confronting China, to conduct policy analysis of the issues covered, and to further
develop their own research agendas about contemporary China.
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OContents of the course

This is an advanced China Studies course. Although it covers a wide area of interests, such as the
economy, society, politics, military affairs, and foreign relations, they are organised on policy issue
basis.

This course combines historical/descriptive survey with conceptual, analytical methods. It uses
mainly lecturing and interactive approach to conduct classes. Students are expected to actively
participate in discussions and undertake proactive research.
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1st week: Introduction and Brainstorming

This week will give students overview of the course and will raise their awareness of selected issues
in contemporary China.
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2nd week: The Resilience of the Chinese Communist Regime

This week will focus on the ways the Chinese Communist Party holds on to power in terms of
1deological adaptation; leadership succession reforms; and organisational control.
Ng, K. P. (2006) Critical Developments in Chinese Paolitics. In Critical Issues in Contemporary
China, ed. Czeslaw Tubilewicz. London & New York: Routledge, pp. 20-44.

Shambaugh, D. (2008) China’s Communist Party: Atrophy and Adaptation. Washington,
D.C.: Woodrow Wilson Center Press. Chapters 6-7.
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3rd week: The Challenges to the Chinese Communist Regime

Having reviewed how the Chinese Communist Party manages to preserve and safeguard its rule,

this week will focus on the challenges, especially corruption; the role of the internet in public opinion
making, and separatism.

Li, C. (2012) The End of the CCP's Resilient Authoritarianism? A Tripartite Assessment of
Shifting Power in China. The China Quatrterly Vol. 211:595-623.

Nathan, A.J. (2009) Authoritarian Impermanence. Journal of Democracy, Vol. 20 (3): 37-
40
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4th week: The Armed Forces in Politics

This week will study the composition of Chinese armed forces and their relations with the civilian
government (civil-military relations). We are particularly interested in the role of the armed forces
as the ultimate guarantor of Chinese Communist Party rule through controlling social unrest and
countering terrorism.

Ng, K. P. (2018) The PLA as he Lifeline of the Party. In Routledge Handbook of the Chinese
Communist Party, ed. Willy Wo-Lap Lam. Abingdon and New York: Routledge, pp. 108-121.

Tanner, H. M. (2010) The People's Liberation Army and China’s Internal Security
Challenges. In The PLA At Home and Abroad: Assessing the Operational Capabilities of
China’s Military, eds. Roy Kamphausen, David Lai and Andrew Scobell. Carlisle, PA:
Strategic Studies Institute, US Army War College, pp. 237-293.
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5th week: The Armed Forces in Politics

This week will examine the expanding missions of the Chinese military. It has gone beyond its
traditional role as a security force to take up so-called ‘military operations other than war.” At the
same time, it is increasingly important as a foreign policy instrument.

Nathan, A. J. and A. Scobell. (2012) China’s Search for Security. New York: Columbia
University Press. Chapter 2.
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6th week: Interim review: Student presentations and discussions
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7th week: The Dynamics of Chinese Foreign Policy

This week will discuss the factors that shape China’s foreign policy as well as the fundamental
concepts that guide its formulation.

Nathan, A. J. and A. Scobell. (2012) China’s Search for Security. New York: Columbia
University Press. Chapter 1.

Zhu, L. (2010) China's Foreign Policy Debates. Chaillot Papers (Institute for Strategic
Studies, EV), September.
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8th week: The Foreign Policy: Assertiveness and International Integration

There have been a lot of debates on China’s foreign policy posture in recent years. This week will
address the issues of allegedly Chinese assertiveness and the perception of increasing Chinese
integration into the international society.

Hoo Tiang Boon (2016): Hardening the Hard, Softening the Soft: Assertiveness and China’s
Regional Strategy, Journal of Strategic Studies, DOI: 10.1080/01402390.2016.1221820.




Johnston, A. (2013) How New and Assertive Is China's New Assertiveness? International
Security Vol. 37 (4): 7-48.

Swaine, M. D. (2010) Perceptions of an Assertive China. China Leadership Monitor Vol. 32:
1-19.
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9th week: We will focus on China’s economy from the 9th week to 14th week. We will read a whole
book carefully to discuss China’s economic policy system and its reality across almost all economic
areas. The 9th week will discuss chapter 1 (Overview: China’s Political Economy) and chapter 2
(Agriculture, Land, and the Rural Economy).

- Arthur R. Kroeber, “China's Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know,” Oxford University
Press, 2016, chapter 1 and chapter 2, pp.1-42
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10th week:

sk Industry and the Rise of the Export Economy (a big manufacturer and exporter, the strategy for

developing industry, foreign direct investment, foreign exchange rate, innovation, intellectual
property rights).

sk Urbanization and Infrastructure (Hukou system, urban housing market, housing bubble, urban
infrastructure, New-Style Urbanization).

#1110

*ApFET AT A (EARZE, REMEE EAMEEGE RBEEM, #STaE, B - REEMoAZ
VA)

kBRI EE & rhde—HUGBILR (MOTBURF, BN, MG HE, S BLRISCE, B, HUOG R,
B, 8 AT SR scs)

11th week:

k the Enterprises System (State-Owned Enterprises, private firms, SOE reform, private sector,
bank loans, the balance of power between the State and the Private sector).

% The Fiscal System and Central-Local Government Relations (local government, central
government, decentralization, 1994 tax reform, Land-Based local financial system, local
government debt, fiscal reform program, personal income tax reform).

- Arthur R. Kroeber, “China's Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know,” Oxford University
Press, 2016, chapter 5 and chapter 6, pp.89-127
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12th week:

% The financial system (bank-dominated financial system, financial repression, financial crisis,
Shadow Banking, liberalization of interest rates, exchange rate, Renminbi as an international
currency).

* Energy and the environment (energy use, energy intensity, climate change, environmental

problem, pollution control).

- Arthur R. Kroeber, “China's Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know,"” Oxford University
Press, 2016, chapter 7 and chapter 8, pp.128-162
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13th week:

*k Demographics and the labor market (demographic dividend, social security system, One-Child

Policy, Countryside and city, labor market, unemployment problem, Lewis Turning Point,
conditions for Chinese workers).

*k the emerging consumer economy (investment-driven economy, unbalanced growth, middle class,
social safety net).

- Arthur R. Kroeber, “China's Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know,” Oxford University
Press, 2016, chapter 9 and chapter 10, pp.163-195
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14th week:

* The social compact: inequality and corruption (income inequality, corruption problem, economic
growth, anticorruption campaign).

* Changing the growth model (imbalanced growth, 2008 global financial crisis, ideological

campaign, economic reform and political reform).

- Arthur R. Kroeber, “China's Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know,” Oxford University
Press, 2016, chapter 11 and chapter 12, pp.196-232
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15th week: * Conclusion: China and the world

- Arthur R. Kroeber, “China's Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know,” Oxford University
Press, 2016, chapter 13, pp.233-266

KP: 1st-8th week, Dong: 9th week, Li: 10th week, Mu: 11th week-Conclusion
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From 2th week to 8th week: These classes do not use any specific textbook. List of required readings
is provided each week (cf. course plan)

From 9th week to 15th week: We will use a specific textbook below.
- Arthur R. Kroeber, “China's Economy: What Everyone Needs to Know,” Oxford University
Press, 2016

OB%E - 2EEHE (Reference materials)
FIIZHR (REFTHZ S H)
To be provided each week (cf. course plan)

OZAIZHT 5 3 (Assessment)

1) 7 7 A ~O&ERk (SME) : 30%
2) NEARRKRLRL T = X 0 30%

3) LaA— b :40%

1) Class participation : 30%
2 ) Presentations : 30%
3) Research paper : 40%
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Class format: Online class (Real-time delivery)

Location of class materials, notices, and correspondence information: Please check with your
lecturer




